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This is a new petition going around that is for the Forestry Service regarding the Salt River Wild Horses. please 
share and sign 
 
http://act.wildhorsepreservation.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=21037 
 
  
 
This one is for the Salt River Wild Horses – Please sign and share-  
 
https://www.change.org/p/u-s-national-park-services-tonto-national-forest-stop-the-annihilation-of-the-salt-
river-wild-horses-
savewildhorses?recruiter=334078227&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=facebook&utm_campaign=s
hare_facebook_responsive&utm_term=des-lg-share_petition-custom_msg&fb_ref=Default 
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I recently participated in the Peason Ridge Heritage Tour.  Our tour group was welcomed by Commanding 
General McGuire.  It was promoted by fellow guides, that along with mock villages, bombing ranges, and 
airplane runways, we would witness ‘the wild horses.’  To me, a civilian, it was an honor to gaze upon the quiet 
splendor, the graceful magnificence these horses displayed on the very grounds where our current soldiers train 
to insure our country’s integrity.   
 
We salute our flag.  We recognize the bald eagle as our national bird.  These are outstanding symbols of pride 
and majesty.  I have seen bald eagles. I have seen the wild horses of Peason Ridge.  These horses should be 
protected as symbols of peace and fortitude as they grace the landscape of the training grounds of those who 
serve our country. 
 
  
 
With all due respect, I remain.   Sincerely,    
 
________________________________ 
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Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate 

Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, LA 

 

Public Notice 

 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Army regulations, the Army is 

seeking input as well as the participation of animal rights groups and other subject matter experts in 

developing appropriate alternatives to eliminate trespass horses from the Fort Polk Military Reservation 

and the Peason Ridge Military Training Area. The U.S. Army Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort 

Polk will provide opportunities for interested agencies, organizations, and individuals for help in 

determining the appropriate scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) to include alternative actions 

and issues of concern to be considered and analyzed.  

 

Fort Polk has a large population of trespass horses. The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 

Louisiana has determined the horses are trespass livestock to which the Wild Free Roaming Horses and 

Burros Protection Act of 1971 is not applicable. 

 

The population of trespass horses that remain on the training landscape imposes a safety conflict with 

training activities. This safety risk is unacceptable for troops, Army equipment, and the horses 

themselves. 

 

The EA will evaluate potential impacts associated with a wide range of alternatives regarding the 

disposition of the trespass horses. The analysis process will identify affected resources, evaluate effects of 

the proposed actions on those resources, determine alternative implementation methods, and, if necessary, 

recommend mitigation measures.  

 

No decision on any actions regarding the horses or the disposition of the horses will be made until after 

completion of the EA and careful consideration of issues of concern and reasonable alternative actions 

identified by the public, appropriate government agencies, and subject matter experts. The Army 

encourages public input on this issue as well as the participation of animal welfare groups and other 

subject matter experts in developing an appropriate course of action in regard to this issue. To aid the 

Army in identifying and evaluating issues and concerns, comments should be as specific as possible.  

 

Please submit comments to usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil or to the address 

shown below no later than 30 days from the date of this notice so that your comments and ideas can be 

addressed in the EA. 

 

JRTC and Fort Polk 

Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459 

 

A public meeting will be held in Leesville, LA, to receive public input on issues of concern and 

alternative courses of action. The Leesville meeting will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, August 13 at 

Leesville City Hall, 101 West Lee Street, Leesville, LA 71446. The meeting will be conducted in an 

"open house" type forum at which information booths will be established and public comment forms 

made available. The public can come and go at their convenience during the three-hour timeframe of the 

meeting. 
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Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 
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• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
--  
 

 
 
 
"Two roads diverged in a wood, and I, I took the one less traveled by, And that has made all the difference." - 
Robert Frost 
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• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
 
We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents. 
 
We are hopeful that the US Government will hear our concerns and agree with the suggested proposal to reduce 
the herd size and retain its status. 
 
  
 
Respectfully,  
 

Following is breaking information of these horses with bullet points to use in your 
email if wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
 
wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
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• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
 
wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
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Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
 
wish. Use the power of your voice and share everywhere! Thank you all. 
 
• Fort Polk US Army Base in Leesville Louisiana is home to a large population of historic wild horses, 
descendants from of World War II cavalry horses.  
• Horses are estimated to be 500-700 with over 100,000 acres of woods and grassland as their home. They have 
successfully self maintained their herd for well over 75 years. 
• Some complaints appear to stem from local Hunters who pay to lease the use of our government lands and 
consider the horses to be a nuisance.  
• As recently as June 2015 local tourism boards were referencing the local color of Fort Polk’s Wild Horses. 
• US District Court for the Eastern District of Louisiana has determined the horses to be "trespass livestock" and 
therefore are not entitled to protection under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act of 1971. 
• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
Our Action Plan: 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
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I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse descendants, and express my concern of 
displeasure of Hunter’s privileges on our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk 
horse’s neck August 11th.) I voice my concern to the US Army and Department of Defense how easily any of 
these historic wild horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only land and 
life they have known. I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by removing for 
adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) 
I also support freeze-branding the historic wild horse herd. I question any stand of wild horses impacting the 
environment of an Army base that drives 30-60 ton tanks. A viable plan should be put in place that takes into 
consideration the well being and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I expect for the Historic Cavalry 
Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but 
I strongly disagree (a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be labeled the 
“trespass horses.” 
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Atlanta, LA  71404 
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Dear JTRC and Fort Polk Public Affairs Office, 
 
I support the continued safety and rights of the historic Cavalry horse 
descendants, and express my concern of displeasure of Hunterʼs privileges on 
our government lands (especially as an arrow was witnessed in a Ft Polk horseʼs 
neck August 11th.) I am very concerned how easily any of these historic wild 
horses could end up in the slaughter pipeline to Mexico if removed from the only 
land and life they have known. This is a horrendous death involving much 
suffering.   
 
I support the offer of legitimate rescues only to step up to thin the herd by 
removing for adoption the trespass horses (highly differentiated as donkey, 
Shetland ponies and horses even wearing halters.) I also support freeze-
branding the historic wild horse herd.  
 
 A viable plan should be put in place that takes into consideration the well being 
and integrity of your historic Cavalry herd horses over all other needs. Thank you 
for accepting my input, I will remain vigilant to the positive outcome which I 
expect for the Historic Cavalry Wild Horse Herd at Fort Polk Army Base. And yes, 
I am aware that a court ruled these to be trespass horses, but I strongly disagree 
(a small minority are dumped horses and only they, in my opinion should be 
labeled the “trespass horses.”) 
 
Thank you again so much for taking time to read this, 
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• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
  
 
  
 
My late brother served in the 7th Cavalry in Vietnam. 
 
  
 
Respectfully, 
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• While a minority are trespass horses due to the local dumping of personal horses, (compounded by a drought 4 
years ago) this has erroneously allowed the historic wild horse herd to be mislabeled and lose their protection 
under the Wild Free-Roaming Horses Act. 
 
 
• Five known Kill Buyers have signaled their intent to access these horses to ship to slaughter and proof exists 
that they have done this in the past.  
 
 
 
• Local horse lovers are concerned that removal could allow the historic wild horses to end up in Kill Buyer 
hands or Auction Sale, which both equal shipping them to slaughter in Mexico.  
 
 
 
 
• Friends of Animals organization believes the Cavalry-descended Wild Horses should remain on this land and 
that Hunter’s rights on American Government owned land should be discounted. 
 
 
• The Humane Society of North Texas is discussing a proposal to remove trespass horses, who are often tame 
(with some even wearing halters) to receive vaccinations, gelding, and adoption. 
 
 
• This will allow a reduction in the herd size and retain its historic status.  
 
 
 
• A plan to freeze brand the herd is in discussion within the rescue community. 
 
 
 
• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
 
 
 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
 
Please give kind consideration to our individual CITIZEN requests and save this historic herd. 
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Huntersville NC 28078 
 
 
  
 
"My treasures do not chink or glitter; they gleam in the sun and neigh in the night."  
 
 ~___/> 
  !!  !! 
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• We ask the US Army and Department of Defense who share this base to understand that we support the rights 
of the historic Cavalry horse descendents, especially over the rights of Hunter’s privileges. 
• We share our concern with the US Government that these horses will end up in the hands of kill buyers who 
ship it to slaughter in Mexico. 
 
  
 
Hunters can hunt almost anywhere, PLEASE don't remove these cavalry horse descentants who have lived all 
their lives on the same land their parents live on.  Humans need to learn the share the earth with all other 
animals, human lives are not the only lives that matter. 
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As to the horses in or near the military base; pass and enforce rules against feeding them, and they will move on 
to less populated areas.  No horse ever died of starvation waiting for someone to feed it a potato chip.   This is 
the same logic applied to other animals in national forests, such as deer, elk, antelope, bobcats, foxes, bear, 
squirrels, chipmunks, woodpeckers, sugar tits, and a host of other opportunist animals.  If there’s no food, they 
simply move on. 
 
  
 
Next, should some hunter bait the KNF by planting rye grass, providing a time- operated corn feeder, se out a 
salt lick, or throw apples around to attract deer, I think it’s a big stretch to assume that a herd of vicious and 
ravenous equines barge in, run off the poor deer, and eats all of the crops.  Please know that baiting certain 
species is illegal to start with, and unsportsmanlike in any set of circumstances.   Taking the area, the 
circumstances, and the challenges they pose to killing your favorite prey animal is what decent moral hunters 
do.  Are we going to spend thousands of the non-hunting taxpayers’ dollars to protect a few hunters’ right to 
bait a field?  Surely not! 
 
  
 
Finally, to address the remaining statement made by the Army in support of removal, and I save the most 
ridiculous for last-  are we expected to believe that the men we trust to defend our country, our flag and our 
freedom are either incapable of avoiding, or so frightened of the prospect of seeing manure on the ground that 
we should invest thousands, if not millions, of dollars in horse removal to eradicate the threat of manure?  The 
KNF is filled with scorpions, tarantulas, mosquitos, skunks, venomous snakes and a myriad of other odious 
creatures.  Each poses a greater danger, and let us be mindful of the facts- they all poop. Horse manure poses a 
bigger threat?  The horses menace soldiers by galloping in, spraying them with manure and running away? 
Were we misled by all of the film footage of brave recruits crawling on their bellies through mud?  Are their 
sensibilities so tender that the prospect of seeing, and oh goodness, stepping in or smelling horse manure, 
impedes our country’s defense?  I shudder to think what would happen should a large bird relieve itself on the 
field, or, even worse, on the windshield of an army vehicle.  Oh, the humanity! 
 
  
 
In short, this latest attempt to remove the animals, using thinly disguised reasons, is balderdash.   Horses do not 
attack people, and as the CDC’s report shows, are less likely to kill a human than a cow.   The hunters, if they 
are any good at hunting, can find and kill prey without the use of bait.   The army’s concern for the soldier’s 
delicate sensibilities is, quite frankly, and ironically, horse manure.    
 
The cost to round up and remove these animals, particularly in light of the dismal record in the KNF during the 
last two round ups, is prohibitive, especially given the “risks” these animals pose.  Let’s leave well enough 
alone.   At least until the equines pass cows in the killer category. 
 
  
 

 
 
Baker, Louisiana 
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herd in a manner that does not degrade the training environs.  Given the location of military operations in the 
last several decades (e.g., northeastern Afghanistan, Yemen, and northern Iraq), and the likely settings in which 
our military services will be engaged in the future, the Army should consider integrating into its training 
planning the likelihood that its forces will encounter wild horses, feral domesticated horses, and owned herds of 
horses, camels, goats or cattle in the operational setting.   
 
I wholeheartedly support and would strongly encourage the Army to consider alternatives such as those 
proposed by the Humane Society of North Texas and other animal welfare organizations who argue in favor of 
responsible herd management.  Herd management techniques including the gelding of herd sires (stallions) and 
culling of new foals (through humane rescue) could be used to keep the herd's size at an acceptable level.    
While it may be that these so called trespass horses might from time to time be "collateral damage in the 
training setting (just as they are in real-world operations), it is a "red herring" to suggest that their elimination 
from Fort Polk would contribute to their own safety.  The sale or relinquishment of these horses to feedlot 
brokers ("killbuyers) or auctions will almost certainly result in most, if not all, being shipped to slaughter in 
Mexico or Canada as several hundred thousand US horses are every year.  It is reasonable to assume that the 
horses' interests would be better served if a few are destroyed as a result of their incursion into training areas 
than if the entire herd were decimated through their relinquishment to parties who will send them to slaughter.  
While the safety of our soldiers and the training related  requirements of the Army are paramount, it seems 
inappropriate to assert that the "safety risk" to the horses is a genuine factor to consider in the balance of 
interests supporting the proposal to "eliminate the horses."  The far greater risk to the horses would result if the 
Army decides that it is not interested in responsible management of the herd and seeks or allows their removal 
by feedlot "killbuyers"  Regardless of whether the horses in question are "wild horses" entitled to protection of 
the Wild Free Roaming Horses and Burros Protection Act of 1971, they are living sentient beings located within 
the confines of Army property whose  welfare must be considered as part of the DoD 4715.9 NEPA analysis.    
 
If, after considering all the information available to it, the Army determines that it must reduce the size of the 
herd, or eliminate the herd in whole or in part, it should consider working with animal welfare organizations, 
either individually, or in consortia, rather than releasing the horses to brokers or feedlot owners.  If the horses 
are not protected wildlife, then they most likely would  be considered the personal property of the cognizant 
Command on whose post they reside.  (And, of course, if they are not required by the owning service they likely 
be considered excess personal property).  In the event the Army determines that the herd must be reduced,  I 
urge it to assess potential opportunities for donation of the animals to non-profit organizations or the negotiated 
sale of the animals in a manner that mitigates the harm likely to befall them if they are released or sold in large 
lots to feedlot brokers or on the basis of the highest bid.  The DoD's property disposition policies and 
regulations should be sufficiently flexible to allow solutions that would meet the Army's training and 
operational requirements while mitigating the potential harm to the horses within Ft. Polk's possession. 
 
Unfortunately, Louisiana feedlots and killbuyers (they will most likely present to you as "brokers" or "dealers") 
are leaders in the US' export of horses to Mexico for slaughter.  In our small (about 30 horse) way up 
north in at least four of the horses in our care came from Louisiana feedlots/killbuyers/brokers who 
sell a substantial portion of their horses for slaughter.  Even as I am writing my comments to this NOI, I am 
trying to contact a feedlot there to arrange the pickup of several horses our rescue has bailed so that they may 
escape to the safety of our sanctuary while hundreds  more on the lot will experience the fate of 
shipping to Mexico without food or water, being shot in the head with a bolt gun, and then hung (stunned but 
still alive) on a meathook while their bodies are sliced open and their  slaughter is completed.  You will hear 
how these brokers can "solve your problem" and get these nuisance animals off your base and it is likely true 
that such brokers can quickly handle volumes of horses far greater than any of the thousands of individual horse 
sanctuaries and rescues can.  However, before consigning the historic Ft. Polk herd, whose members include 
descendants of horses that served in our cavalry, to the barbaric practice of slaughter, I urge you to consider the 
possible options by which Ft. Polk could engage in responsible herd management with little or no degradation 
to its training capability.  If/where culling is required, please consider using regulatory and policy tools that 
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Notice of Intent to Conduct an Environmental Assessment for Proposed Action to Eliminate 

Trespass Horses at Fort Polk, LA 

 

Public Notice 

 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Army regulations, the Army is 

seeking input as well as the participation of animal rights groups and other subject matter experts in 

developing appropriate alternatives to eliminate trespass horses from the Fort Polk Military Reservation 

and the Peason Ridge Military Training Area. The U.S. Army Joint Readiness Training Center and Fort 

Polk will provide opportunities for interested agencies, organizations, and individuals for help in 

determining the appropriate scope of the Environmental Assessment (EA) to include alternative actions 

and issues of concern to be considered and analyzed.  

 

Fort Polk has a large population of trespass horses. The U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 

Louisiana has determined the horses are trespass livestock to which the Wild Free Roaming Horses and 

Burros Protection Act of 1971 is not applicable. 

 

The population of trespass horses that remain on the training landscape imposes a safety conflict with 

training activities. This safety risk is unacceptable for troops, Army equipment, and the horses 

themselves. 

 

The EA will evaluate potential impacts associated with a wide range of alternatives regarding the 

disposition of the trespass horses. The analysis process will identify affected resources, evaluate effects of 

the proposed actions on those resources, determine alternative implementation methods, and, if necessary, 

recommend mitigation measures.  

 

No decision on any actions regarding the horses or the disposition of the horses will be made until after 

completion of the EA and careful consideration of issues of concern and reasonable alternative actions 

identified by the public, appropriate government agencies, and subject matter experts. The Army 

encourages public input on this issue as well as the participation of animal welfare groups and other 

subject matter experts in developing an appropriate course of action in regard to this issue. To aid the 

Army in identifying and evaluating issues and concerns, comments should be as specific as possible.  

 

Please submit comments to usarmy.polk.imcom.mbx.pao-public-response@mail.mil or to the address 

shown below no later than 30 days from the date of this notice so that your comments and ideas can be 

addressed in the EA. 

 

JRTC and Fort Polk 

Public Affairs Office 

Attention: Public Response 

7033 Magnolia Drive Bldg. 4919 

Fort Polk, LA 71459 

 

A public meeting will be held in Leesville, LA, to receive public input on issues of concern and 

alternative courses of action. The Leesville meeting will be held from 5 to 8 p.m. Thursday, August 13 at 

Leesville City Hall, 101 West Lee Street, Leesville, LA 71446. The meeting will be conducted in an 

"open house" type forum at which information booths will be established and public comment forms 

made available. The public can come and go at their convenience during the three-hour timeframe of the 

meeting. 

 





















STATEMENT OF ANONYMOUS 

 

 Whatever is decided to do with these wild horses in the 

Fort Polk area, I’d like to see it done in the U.S. Forestry 

area, as well.  We’re having the same problems in different 

areas. 





 

    



    
   

   
     

    

     

   

                 

                 

               

                

                  

                 

              

           

              

          

                 

                  

               

                  

         

                

     

                 

     

               

                

               

 

                 

     

              

            







 

    









   

    





 

    





 

    







STATEMENT OF  

 

 My name is   I’ve work out at Fort Polk as a 

contractor for 4 years  

  And, in 4 years, the 

horses have been around me constantly.  They’ve never been a 

problem.  I’ve gotten quite used to them.  And, the Army’s 

learned how to live with the woodpeckers.  I think they should 

be able to learn how to live with the horses.  In my, just my 

opinion, leave them alone. 

 

(b)(6)

(b)(6)
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STATEMENT OF  

 

 , area engineer for Vernon Parish with the 

.  We went back 

through our records since 2010 to determine how many horses we 

have picked up off the side of the road.  The assumption being 

that a vehicle hit one of those horses since it was on our right 

of way.  In 2010, we had one.  In 2011, we had 1.  In 2012, we 

had 2.  In 2013, we had 2.  In 2014, we had 6.  In 2015, we’ve 

have 5 from January to July of 2015.  So, just half the year, we 

already have 5. 

(b)(6)

(b)(6)

(b)(6)



STATEMENT OF SAM CRAFT 

 

 I’m Sam Craft.  I’m the Vernon Parish Sheriff.  And, merely 

as a safety aspect, that’s where we all need to be concerned.  

And, I’m not--I’m pro-horse.  I’m a horse lover.  But, when it 

comes to the safety of our citizens and our property, that’s 

where we need to find a good answer that is feasible for all 

parties involved, and that the horses are taken care of 

humanely.  My thoughts, some sort of adoption program or 

something, because if the ranges aren’t going to be fenced off, 

then they’re going to continue to get on the roadways, and get 

onto people’s private property and cause damages.  So, you know 

some form of adoption through these various animal groups, to 

me, would be the best solution. 



STATEMENT OF  

 

 I’m  office.  One of 

the main concerns that we have with the horses is that, during 

the spring time when it first becomes spring/late fall, we get 

call after call.  Sometimes, the deputy’s got to go down on 117 

4 to 5 times a night.  We run them off the road.  They come 

right back.  One of our concerns is that somebody’s going to 

eventually get killed or hurt real bad with the horses being on 

the highway.  We’d like to come to some kind of solution to 

where we could keep the horses off the highway. 

(b)(6)

(b)(6)



STATEMENT OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE FRANK HOWARD 

 

 I’m State Representative Frank Howard, representing 

District 24.  That’s comprised of a portion of Natchitoches 

Parish, also Sabine Parish, and almost all of Vernon.  I’ve had 

numerous calls, complaints about these wild horses roaming in 

the Pearson area, and also in the Fort Polk area, especially on 

Highway 118 in the Pearson community, Highway 117, north of 

Leesville to Natchitoches, also Highway 463 traveling from 

Hosston to Pitkin, and also Highway 399, which is located in the 

Cravens area, numerous reports of horses being out on the road.   

Also, Mr. Iman Jones, who lives in the Pearson area, has had a 

lot of damage to his chicken farm, to the cooling coils on his 

chicken houses.  During the summer time, the horses will go 

there and get water, and they’re tearing up those water coolers. 

 

 On the reports that I received from the Sheriff’s office in 

2014, on LA 117, they received 24 calls in reference to horses 

on the roadway.  They had two accidents involved with horses on 

117.  

 

 Also, in the year of 2014, on Louisiana 463, that would be 

the area traveling from Hosston to Pitkin, they received 22 

calls, also 2 accidents was involved in it. 

 

 In 2015, of this year, on LA 117, they received 9 calls so 

far on horses on the roadway, and one accident was involved with 

a horse. 

 

 In 2015, LA 463, they received 6 calls with 1 accident 

involving horses.   

 

 I would be glad to work with the military, with Fort Polk, 

and also the State of Louisiana Department of Transportation to 

see what we could do to resolve this problem. 



STATEMENT OF STATE REPRESENTATIVE JAMES ARMES III 

 

 State Representative James K. Armes III, representing 

District 30, all of Leesville and Fort Polk.  First of all, I’d 

like to say that I’m not for getting rid of all the wild horses.  

My problem is is I want to get them off the roads.  When you 

call the State Police, and they say, “Well, they’re not ours, so 

we can’t do nothing about them.”  You call the wildlife people, 

“Well, we can’t do anything about them.”  You call the 

agriculture people, and they say, “Well, they’re feral horses.”  

I said, “Well, the difference though between a feral horse and a 

feral pig or a deer are they are about 2000 pounds lighter.”  

And, there’s been so many wrecks on that road.  And, we’ve got 

so many kids that go from Leesville to Fort Polk, commutes to 

Northwestern up there on the main campus.  And, when they come 

back in the winter time, that road’s dark.  It’s raining a 

little bit, and it’s slick.  You can’t see those dark horses.  

Their eyes don’t, you know, they don’t reflect like a deer’s.  

So, and then, when I’m out there watching them jump out there at 

the jump zone, at Geronimo, you know, I’ve got those night 

vision goggles on.  I see all the horses out there.  It looks 

dangerous to me.  I mean, it may not be.  And, maybe it just 

looks dangerous.  So, I can understand Fort Polk, where they 

stand on it to.  I guess I’m saying it don’t really matter.  As 

far as safety, as far as I’m concerned, they can go.  I’d like 

to see them go.  Maybe we could get rid of about two-thirds of 

them, you know.   
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You can further cut herd numbers by selectively rounding up the younger horses. Older horses will be more 
difficult to gentle, although it is possible, but the younger horses will be much easier to influence. There are 
many horse stables in the nearby area, and into other states such as Texas, where people would probably be 
willing to adopt the horses. The same process could be utilized that the BLM uses for their mustangs.  
 
You could also see if the horses could be sent to some of the prison programs in the west where prisoners gentle 
the horses and work with them. You would only have to pay shipping fees, and I guarantee if you ask around, 
people would be willing to help get the horses somewhere they can be rescued rather than killed.  
 
I am trying to look at this objectively, rather than emotionally. Ultimately, some horses will die. That's just a 
fact of life. However, if the Army saves the majority of them rather than sending them to slaughter or 
euthanizing them, that is a great PR move. A headline reading "US ARMY KILLS HUNDREDS OF WILD 
HORSES" probably would not be the best thing for the military. 
 
Sincerely,  

 (b)(6)
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control. Adoption and the use of birth control is a far better solution than contracting killer buyers to haul them 
out of ACP #7 in the middle of the night. That is wrong on so many levels, to include cruelty to animals.  
 
Finally, please stop with the rhetoric of claiming that the horses are going to come after soldiers kicking and 
biting. This is not in their nature and they simply want to live in piece. The claims of the soldiers stepping in 
manure is further evidence of the rhetoric that is being spun. People are not stupid. This can and should be dealt 
with in an intelligent and compassionate manner. These horses are not trash, vermin, or "noxious pests"; they 
are intelligent and intuitive living creatures that deserve to live in peace and not be harmed in any way, or be 
cruelly exploited by contracted slaughter transporters. 
 
Sincerely, 
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CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 



Attention: Lt. Col Brian Sullivan   

Subject: The removal of the “ trespass”  horses at Fort Polk 

 

Lt. Col Sullivan,  

 It was a great pleasure meeting and speaking with you at the public forum about the 
removal of the horse herds. Speaking with you gave me a great insight to the Army’s concerns 
regarding the horses. However, I still feel strongly that complete eradication of the herd is 
unnecessary and not the proper solution. I understand that having herds of 700 head in the areas 
where training our men and women in uniform can be dangerous; I do not believe that 
eradication is the answer.  

 While at the meeting I asked the question “do you have records to verify the claim that 
the horses pose a threat to the safety of the troops, how many accidents have occurred that 
produced an injury of some kind that was caused by the horses?” and the answer I was given is 
“we don’t have any reports of the kind, we haven’t had any injuries that were caused by the 
horses.”  To me that statement nullifies the argument that the horses pose a safety hazard to the 
troops, but for the sake of the argument I see your point having horses in a landing zone where 
troops are jumping can be dangerous; especially since horses have a fight or flight nature. I can 
see where horses grazing in a landing zone could potentially be spooked resulting in their 
running over the soldiers or becoming tangled in the parachute.  Going with the thought of the 
horse grazing in an open area and being spooked by the soldiers,  If the problem arises with  the 
horses,  what about the deer  hogs and other wildlife that inhabit the training area. You cannot 
tell me that deer don’t graze that area too. If the horses are eradicated, what’s next the deer and 
hogs and other wild life?     Louisiana is known as Sportsman’s Paradise for a reason.  

Addressing the concerns of State Representative James Armes and Sheriff Craft 
regarding the safety of the drivers on 117 and 463, how many accidents were caused by the 
horses in the roads.  Can you prove that all reports are the wild horses or are they domestic 
horses that got out of someone’s pasture due to a fence being down or a gate left open? To  

 comments about horses’ eyes not shining in headlights, yes they do, they may not shine as 
bright as a deer’s eyes but they do shine. Deer also stop when they are shined by a light and 
horses typically run from it, especially as the light gets closer and the noise gets louder.   This is 
an inherit instinct of an equine, fight or flight.   How many car accidents were caused by deer on 
the same roads?    How are you going to prevent deer from being on the roads and causing 
accidents?  Sheriff Craft mentioned building a containment fence around the area to keep the 
animals off the road that could and would work however would be a costly solution to keeping 
the animals off the road.    also commented that  main concern was the safety of 
young drivers driving back and forth to NSU sometimes traveling late at night and the horses 
being a distraction. My question is what about those same drivers talking and texting on their cell 

 (b)(6); 

 (b)(6); 

 (b)(6);  (b)(6); 



phones. No matter how many laws are made about talking and texting while driving, it will 
continue.   Eradication of the horse Herds will not make that stretch of road safer. That road has 
always been a dangerous section of road due to the high number of curves, sub-standard road 
conditions, pot holes, uneven pavement, and absence of shoulders.   It also has very limited 
lighting,   

 I also mentioned at the meeting that since the horses are grazing in the landing zones, 
why they can’t be used as training tools.  Teaching the soldiers how to handle unplanned 
obstacles should be beneficial. Every country no matter the terrain or climate has wildlife. The 
Horses can be used as teaching tools as how to handle unexpected obstacles.    

While at the meeting we also discussed the potential rate of the herd doubling as being 
another concern of the Army. Yes, it is likely that in the next 20 years the herd could double if no 
herd management is practiced.  There are ways to prevent the herd from doubling. By using 
simple management practices such as having roundups and castrating the stallions to prevent 
breeding the likely hood of the herd doubling severely diminishes.  You mentioned to me the 
sterilization of the mares, however the cost of sterilization would be astronomical due to the fact 
that there are no facilities in the close proximity to Fort Polk set up for that and an Equine 
Reproduction Specialist would have to come in to do that and the closest equine repro specialist 
is in Lafayette.  There is a professor at McNeese that specializes in Equine Reproductive 
Physiology; but he is not set up to actually practice. The cost related to the capture and transport 
to a location to have that many mares sterilized makes that an impractical solution.   Castrating 
the stallions can be done on site, in round pens and by any veterinarian and even some ranchers 
and horse owners, who most likely will donate their time and expertise in protecting the herds. 

 One of the many topics we talked about was the lack of funds that the Army has available 
to use for herd management. I completely understand that the budget cuts in Washington are a 
real thing and that the funds that are needed to properly train our troops is becoming harder and 
harder to come by, so the thought of spending large sums of money on herd management is out 
of the question. My suggestion to remedy the problem of funding is to open up a fund designed 
to help protect and provide for the herds. There are many local civic organizations that are 
looking for ways to help the community. By your own admission you have only been at Fort 
Polk for a limited time; but you have seen the community get behind grassroots efforts with a 
hefty support of the things that makes Vernon Parish what it is today.  

 

You have asked for solution suggestions. Use the guidelines set forth by the BLM and the Wild 
Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act of 1971.  The BLM studies a tract of land for a 5 year period 
and within that time frame develops an (AML) Appropriate Management Level which is 
comprised of how many horses can the area of land sustain while taking into consideration all 
factors including the wildlife population, the amount of grass and water for the animals and the 



amount of human interaction in the area. Once that number has been figured, the area of land is 
monitored and when that area reaches the AML the BLM comes in and has a round up and 
reduces the herd numbers to fall within the ALM. The BLM does this by taking the herds and 
looking at it as a whole. For instance if in the herd there are 50 2 year olds  and 15 are stallions 
and 35 are mares they will leave 5 stallions and 15 mares in that age range in the herd and the 
rest will be captured and put up for adoption.  Using this method, the herd numbers are reduced 
and they haven’t completely eliminated the potential of reproduction so the herd can continue 
when the older horses die. 

Another way that the herds here could be managed is to have the herds evaluated in their 
entirety, and culling the horses that are malnourished, and /or the oldest horses in the herd, and 
ultimately euthanizing those horses humanly because they are too weak to survive in the herd. 
You then could look at the herds and discover that the herd has say 60 two year olds, 40 mares 
and 20 stallions, out of that number take 20 mares and 10 stallions and place them up for 
adoption or allow them to be broke and used for training purposes and take the remaining 10 
stallions and castrate 5 allowing for 20 mares, 5 stallions and 5 geldings to be released back into 
the wild herds.  Granted that is still half the herd, and over a time period the herd numbers will 
once again reach the number that they are now.  This is not a problem that is going to go away 
overnight and it is a problem that the solution will have to be taken and continued forever. One 
round up is not going to solve the issue; this is something that the community and the Army will 
have to make a commitment. 

For more information concerning the BLM and their herd management practices feel free 
to take a look at the BLMs website at the following link. 
www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/whbprogram.html  There you can find how they manage the herd 
numbers as well as how they use preventive measures to keep the mares from reproducing at 
such a high rate.  

As you can tell this is a subject that I feel passionate about and having grown up around 
these “trespass” horses I feel like it is my duty to speak up to protect these  herds. My Family has 
been in this area for decades long before Camp Polk came to the area. The horses were here then. 
Granted my family is from the western side of the parish around the Evans and Burr Ferry area 
where another herd of wild horses roam freely across hunting leases and tons of private property, 
I still feel a connection to the herds at Fort Polk due to the fact that my friends and I grew up 
riding back roads on Peason and the area between the back gate and Pitkin. It was always a treat 
to see the horse herds and to see how many new babies were born in the spring and the first 
person who saw the herd got to pick the music that we listened to that night as we were driving 
around.   To the thought that the horses are dangerous to people I have personally seen several 
different horses come straight up to the truck and eat crackers out of a child’s  hands, I have seen 
a horse follow hunters from their deer-stands back to the hunting camp.  All horses are 
dangerous. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been kicked or at least kicked at by domestic 
horses that are around people on a daily basis.   It’s just a matter of personal space.  



Another reason that I feel such a strong connection,  I was privileged to be able to raise 
an abandoned foal. Hally went to live with a family friend who at 98 years old was using her to 
plow his garden. I am including the story about one very spoiled member of the Equine species  

 

Where I Grew up on Camp Baker Road, we had a herd that roamed across our 80 acres 
and the surrounding woods. Sadly I lived in the middle of a hunting lease and around a 
bunch of individuals who didn’t see the true beauty in the wild horses    One spring 
morning, my older brother and dad went to the back 40  to fix fence and they returned 
shortly to get some feed and a rope and to get my mom and I.  When they arrived to the 
area where the fence needed to be fixed they found shot, 2 wild mares and curled up next 
to one of the dead mares was a filly only a few days old.   My dad and my brother 
decided they were going to catch the baby and bring her back to the barn but to do this 
they would need a plan. So they came and got a rope and feed, they set a snare and 
caught the little filly.  After getting her half pushed, half pulled to the barn, my dad yelled 
“hallelujah,” which became her name. “Hally” as we call her is one very spoiled member 
of the equine species and you could never tell that she was born a wild mustang except 
for her wild appearance with her long mane and her short frame. “Hally” is 19 years old 
and is living with a family friend who is 100 years old and up until a few years ago, still 
plowed his field with an old fashioned plow pulled by none other than the former wild 
mustang herself,  Hally. 

 Up until the notice to eradicate the herds was published at the beginning of August,  I was under 
the impression that all the horses at Fort Polk and the surrounding area were under the protection 
of The BLM and the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act. I have searched the internet over 
and over to find the court case which deems these herds as Trespass horses and removes them 
from the protection of The BLM and cannot find it. For the next meeting it would be of great 
benefit for the court documents to be provided for the general public’s review.  

 These herds are some of the last remaining wild horses in the state and in this portion of 
the country. They represent a simpler time in American history and the history of the area. In my 
personal Opinion it would be a shame for the herds to be completely eradicated.   I do believe 
that the herds need to be managed and that they can become a problem if the herd continues to 
grow.  I believe that there won’t be enough resources to sustain a herd of that magnitude on the 
land in question and that within its self will be a tragedy.  The area has a dual purpose in my 
opinion it serves as habitat for many different forms of wild life, the horses included, and as the 
training area for the greatest military force in the world. I believe there can be a happy medium 
reached where the herds are saved and the Army gets a safer training area. 

I have in the last few weeks spoken to  some of my friends husbands who either work at 
Fort Polk at role play, or are active duty soldiers, some who are set to deploy in the next month 



and they tell me that they cherish seeing the horse herds roaming in the field. They also told me 
they did have safety concerns about jumping with the numbers of horses out there in the landing 
zone and they are the ones that pointed out to me the real safety concerns the horses pose to their 
training.  They also stated that while the number of horses affects the training missions they do 
not want to see the horses eradicated. They believe in the beauty and the history that the horses 
provide to the area.  

 

Thank You for your time and your attention in this matter and most of all Thank You and your 
soldiers for your service and sacrifices for this great country we are blessed to live in.    
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Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 
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           and I are also discussing ways to stop this from happening gain . 
          This is just a letter to you to show my dedication to finding a humane solution..I'm still making 
calls,contacts and talking to different professionals of certain fields that I believe are of importance to dealing 
with a situation of this magnitude.  
          I would also like to be given the opportunity to come there and assess the situation and the horses 
that need removal ,so I can help put together the best and most humane way to get some of them in pens .  Some 
horses will have had more handling than others that are completely wild. I would really like to get a clearer 
picture . I know with the people I'm working with , we can do this .I ave many contacts that I know can be 
helpful in this.  
              
                               Sincerely, 
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